Tuesday, April 8, 2003
Deuteronomy 2:1 – 37

This is a good time to remind ourselves of who some of the peoples Moses talked about were. Edom was a nation descended from Esau, Jacob’s brother who was tricked out of his inheritance. Esau and Jacob were the sons of Isaac who was the son of Abraham. The Ammonites and Moabites were both descendants of Abraham’s nephew, Lot, through Lot’s daughters after the destruction of Sodom. 

The Israelites were not to war with Edom because God had granted the Edomites their land. Moses didn’t mention in his review that Edom had rejected the request to cross the land and the offer to pay for water and food. But Edom apparently allowed the Israelites to travel along the border. The Moabites and Ammonites were likewise granted protection by God when He ordered Moses to remain at peace with these peoples also. Verses 9-12 and 19-23 explain how God had helped them conquer the lands in which they lived.

The city/kingdom of Heshbon was another matter. God proclaimed that this people should be destroyed.  As with the pharaoh of Egypt, Moses said of King Sihon, “the Lord your God had made his spirit stubborn and his heart obstinate.” The Hebrew wording used here can mean that God confirmed what the ruler had decided in his own heart—that nothing could change the king from his path. The Lord even used the past tense when telling Moses to attack Sihon. He said to Moses before the battle, “I have handed him over to you”. As we would say today, “It’s a done deal.” God used His army to crush an enemy.


Another interesting point in today’s passage is that even though only Israel was God’s chosen people and even though they were the only true worshipers of God, God’s almighty rule and authority covered every nation. God rules the entire world and He does cause His will to be accomplished, regardless of whether a nation recognizes Him or not. God is not an imaginary being who only holds power because we want Him to. He really is the Master of all.
